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Times. If I am not mistaken, he has been one of my assail-
ants and a defamer of the Department. He is of a pestifer-
ous class of reckless sensation-writers for an unscrupulous
set of journalists who misinform the public mind. Scarcely
one of them has regard for truth, and nearly all make
use of their positions to subserve selfish, mercenary ends.
This forger and falsifier Howard is a specimen of the mis-
erable tribe.

The seizure of the office of the World and Journal of
Commerce for publishing this forgery was hasty, rash, in-
considerate, and wrong, and cannot be defended. They
are mischievous and pernicious, working assiduously
against the Union and the Government and giving count-
enance and encouragement to the Rebellion, but were in
this instance the dupes, perhaps the willing dupes, of a
knave and wretch. The act of suspending these journals,
and the whole arbitrary and oppressive proceedings, had
its origin with the Secretary of State. Stanton, I have no
doubt, was willing to act on Seward's promptings, and the
President, in deference to Seward, yielded to it.

These things are to be regretted. They weaken the
Administration and strengthen its enemies. Yet the Ad-
ministration ought not to be condemned for the misdeeds
of one, or at most two, of its members. They would not
be if the President was less influenced by them.

May 24, Tuesday. Nothing especial at the Cabinet. The
condition and position of the armies canvassed. Chase was
not present. He seldom attends of late.

Seward urges the departure of the Niagara. I have
no doubt that Sanford, our Minister at Belgium, one of
Seward's pets, who is now here, has been instrumental in
tirging this matter. He wants a public vessel to carry him
abroad, and has cajoled Seward . . . to effect this object.
I do not like to be bamboozled, as Colonel Benton says, by
such fellows as Sanford.

There are, however, some reasons to influence action.